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What is Question-Asking Guide?

The Question-Asking Guide is a tool designed to empower students with the ability to evaluate and improve their questions in mind, hence become independent thinkers. It involves a re-iterative process of generating questions on a topic, evaluating, and rewriting them until satisfaction is reached.

Positive outcomes expectable

· High quality questions from students

· Deeper thinking style

· Students become more independent thinkers

Design of the Question-Asking Guide

The Question-asking Guide contains features that guide students to proceed through the following steps:
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This exercise is designed to help you become an independent thinker. It involves a 

re

-

iterative process of generating questions on a topic, evaluating, and rewriting 

them until satisfaction is reached.

 

 

 

Topic: ________________________________________

________________________

 

 

Questions

 

Criteria

 

Tips for upgrading your questions

 

Example 

–

 Topic: Impact of US economy on HK

 

How would the rise in US interest rate affect HK 

stock market?

 

To answer this question, one has to understand the relationship 

betwe

en interest rate and stock price and apply that to the situation 

described. This requires quite a high level of processing, but does 

not go beyond the topic.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a question and rate it using the two bars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewrite your question for better quality with the help of the tips

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some tips for 

upgrading your questions:

 

 

&

 

Ask about the relationship 

betwee

n concepts, how one 

affect the other, why things 

turn out as it does etc.

 

&

 

Ask questions about the 

material with reference to 

everyday events, past 

experience and other topics 

 

&

 

Ask about the possibility of 

alternatives or further 

development based on 

availa

ble information

 

&

 

Challenge the assumptions 

of a statement, theory, 

question…

 

 

 

Don’t be afraid to add more

 criteria to your fine

-

tuning process!

 

HIGH

 

Create

 

Develop

 

Hypothesise

 

Theorise

 

Generalise

 

Criticise

 

Justify

 

Evaluate

 

Reflect

 

 

Apply

 

Relate

 

Explain

 

Analysis

 

Illustrate

 

Discuss

 

Compare

 

Contrast

 

 

Summarise

 

Outline

 

Describe

 

List

 

Identify

 

LOW

 

How to use?

 

1.

 

Writ

e a few questions on a topic on the leftmost column

 

2.

 

Rate them along the two criteria on the middle column. 

There is an example in the first row for reference

 

3.

 

Enhance

 any questions. If you don’t know how to 

enhance the quality of your questions, see the tip

s 

provided on the rightmost column

 

4.

 

Repeat step 2 and 3 until the questions achieve the 

quality desired

 

Recalling 

information

 

Integrating 

information

 

Focus on a 

topic

 

Go beyond 

the topic

 

Recalling 

information

 

Int

egrating 

information

 

Focus on a 

topic

 

Go beyond 

the topic

 

Recalling 

information

 

Integrating 

information

 

Focus on a 

topic

 

Go beyond 

the topic
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Question asking in tutorial  When there are no questions…
Hate to face complete silence when you are looking for a question from the class? The Question-asking Guide offers you a solution to this scenario.

Here is a sample instruction for students:

Notes to teachers:

This method can also be used in mass lectures (Students sitting in a row can form groups of three or work together in pair). Since understanding the worksheet takes time, it is recommendable to have your students familiarise with the operation of the worksheet beforehand. This can be done through:

· Tutorials, i.e. use as the example suggests

· Spend 20 minutes or so at the beginning of a semester

There are many interesting ways for sharing the questions raised by students. For example:

· Ask students to write their questions on flipchart or large pieces of paper and post them on the walls

· Go around the class, ask each group to read out one question at a time, and you record it on the board

Tutorial preparation  Never fail to ask
Formalise the preparation for tutorial by having students to prepare a question with the Guide. Collect the questions at the beginning and select from them topics for discussion. Ask students to share their opinions on the questions.

Here is a sample instruction for students:

Assignment  Free questions, good questions
Allowing the freedom of deciding the question is a good way to motivate students in doing their assignments. This practice is not unusual for assignment and fairly common for project. However, how could the students be sure of the quality of their questions? One way is to use the Question-asking Guide to fine-tune the question.


Here is a sample instruction for students:

Comment and feedback

You might want to give some feedback and comments on the questions. Regarding this, we have the following suggestions:

· Keep the comment positive

· Include a question that takes the question one step further (e.g. “Your question makes me wonder…”)

Lecture / tutorial activity  Oh! My question!
It may be a little dry to make up a question and discuss. But what if you know that your question might be one of the exam questions? The idea of this activity is to include some questions generated by students in their exam.

Here is a sample instruction for students:


Notes to teachers:

The pool of question doesn’t have to come from one application of this exercise. You can do this a few times to enlarge the pool. You may also do it once and leave it open as an ongoing game so that your students can add questions to the pool whenever an interesting idea comes to their mind.

More applications…

The way to use the worksheet is numerous. And you don’t even need to limit yourself to the worksheet but to use the concepts embedded in it to enrich some fairly routine activities. Here are a few scenarios where the Guide could be used:

In this hypothetical scenario, the teacher incorporates questioning into a routine activity, namely, reading. You may notice that what he does is extremely simple – just set some marks somewhere along the article. It could be some question marks or flags on the photocopy, or it could be a series of page numbers if the reading is a chapter from a book. The insights and information gained from the students’ questions certainly make this little process worth its while.


Learning Review Table can be used at an initial stage to generate questions that are reflective of one’s understanding of a topic, and then refine the questions with the Guide. Students then gain the benefits of both tools – to think deeply and reflectively. The guide can be used in conjunction with 3-column table in all examples described below.
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	Share your ideas 

Send us your experience of using this tool to share with your fellow teacher!

http://www…





Instructions





Objectives of the exercise:


The objectives of this exercise are to generate a question that is of your interest which can be used as a question for the assignment / project.





In this assignment, you are required to:


Set a question for the topic __________


Evaluate and fine-tune your question following the instructions on the worksheet


Write a few sentences about the refinement/improvement you have made to your original question. Pay special attention to whether the question is of a breadth and depth appropriate for the assignment.


Consult your teacher on the appropriateness of the question for the assignment / project before finalising it


Proceed with your assignment / project using the finalised question





Date of submission:


30-07-2002 (Please hand in the worksheet along with your answer)





By doing this assignment, you will:


Develop the ability to monitor the quality of your own thinking


Achieve deeper thinking and understanding of the topic


Enhance your ability and confidence in raising constructive questions














Instructions





Objectives of the exercise:


Making query is a useful way to learn, as questions stimulate thinking. High order questions reflect as well as stimulate high order thinking. This exercise provides a means to generate such questions, questions of quality that is good enough even to be used as exam questions!





In pairs or threes, you are to:


Generate a question for a topic�You may each write a few questions and choose from there.


Evaluate the quality of the question along the criteria provided on the worksheet�You may add as many criteria as you feel necessary to enhance the evaluation.


Upgrade the question�Try to upgrade the question. You should aim for a question whose answer would require a reasonably high level of integration of information and ideas beyond the taught materials. There are some tips on the rightmost column on how you could upgrade your questions. Repeat step (2) and (3) until a satisfactory question is produced.


Discuss and share ideas to the answer of the question





How will your questions be used:


Questions generated in this activity will be collected to form a pool, from which questions may be selected to be included in the exam paper. The criteria for selection are the quality of question and the appropriateness of the question of exam purpose.





Note: The selected questions may not appear exactly as they are originally. The teacher may modify their wording and sentence structure to make them more appropriate and presentable.





By doing this exercise, you will:


Have a higher quality of understanding of the topic


Develop an understanding of the quality of learning and an awareness of your own quality of learning�
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An example of writing and evaluating a question is provided.








Instructions





Objectives of the exercise:


A good way to make tutorials productive is to raise questions for discussion. This worksheet provides guidelines to help you come up with thought-provoking questions for this purpose.





For the preparation for the tutorial, you are required to:


Write a question(s) about the topic on the worksheet or on a blank sheet of paper


Refer to the instructions on the worksheet and upgrade the question(s) as needed


Do aim for a reasonably high level question.


Write down the reasons of asking this question(s) 


	Hint: Why do you think it is important to ask this question? What implications would it lead to?





And in the tutorial…


Your worksheet will be collected at the beginning of the tutorial to form a pool of discussion topics. Or, you will be asked to present your questions and the reasons you come up with, which then will be used as the topic for discussion.





By doing this exercise, you will:


Have better understanding of the topic in relation to topics


Learn to generate questions that would stimulate thinking in yourself and others











3. Improve the questions with the help of two tools provided:


‘Tips for upgrading your questions’


action verbs for thinking ranging from low to high level


Rationale: This provides practices for enhancing questioning ability. In addition, the act of rewriting and re-evaluating one’s questions develops students’ habit to monitor their own performance.�
�






When asked to generate a question with the Question-asking Guide, a student found it hard to think of a question like that. The teacher told the student to use the Learning Review Table to generate some questions first, and then pick one or two questions and carry on from there…





A teacher gave an article to the students to read. To ensure the students’ minds stay awake while reading, the teacher set some ‘question marks’ at various points of the article. For each of those marks, students were to generate a question from what they had read so far. From the collection of questions, the teacher identified a passage of which many students found difficult understanding. He thought it might be a good topic for discussion during the next tutorial…





1. Write a few questions on a topic





2. Evaluate each question using two criteria:


Whether it mainly concerns factual recall or requires integration of information


Whether it is limited to the topic or invites thinking which extends to other topics


Rationale: The criteria point out to students two important approaches of thinking. By using these criteria to evaluate their questions students develop an awareness of their cognitive abilities.�
�









Instructions





Objectives of the exercise:


This activity serves a dual purpose: first to help you come up with thought-provoking questions for discussion in the tutorial; second to stimulate high order thinking through generating questions, as generating such questions necessitates thinking at such level.





In pairs or in threes:


Each person will set a question


Exchange questions among your partners to rate it.


Refer to the instructions on the worksheet (top right corner). You may also make up your own criteria.


Discuss in your group and upgrade them if needed


Discuss among yourselves the reasons of asking those questions


Hint: Why do you think it is important to ask this question? What implications would it lead to?





How will your questions be used:


Your teacher will invite you to share with the class your question and the reasons your group come up with. The question will serve as topics of discussion.





By doing this exercise, you will:


Have better understanding of the topic in relation to topics


Learn to generate questions that would stimulate thinking in yourself and others�
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